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INT 416 Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference Course

“Still on the Wall! How Shall They Hear”
(Subtitled 2009-“Virtual Ethics of Self-Care for Religious Leadership”)
[3 Credit Course]

Spring Semester 2009 – Monday –Thursday 8:00 a.m. -10:00 p.m.

February 16-19, 2009 [Trade Winds Resort, St. Pete, FL]

February 9, 2009 4:30 p.m. –Pre-conference briefing
(TBA, ITC)

February 18, 2009 1:45 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. [TBA, Trade Winds Resort]
[The purpose of this pre-conference briefing is to discuss conference registration, course content, possible joint travel and housing plans, if any.]

ATTENDANCE HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BUT NOT REQUIRED

Additional Required Seminars
February 25, 2009 12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. (TBA, ITC)

Debriefing & Submission of Reflection Paper Topics (topics only)

March 4, 2009 12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. (TBA, ITC)

Dialogue and Discussion

TBA 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. (TBA, ITC)
Dialogue and Discussion
ITC Mission Statement

The Interdenominational Theological Center is a consortium of denominational seminaries whose mission is to educate Christian leaders for ministry and service in the Church and the global community.  ITC educates and nurtures women and men who commit to and practice a liberating and transforming spirituality; academic discipline; religious, gender, and cultural diversity; and justice and peace.
INTRODUCTION:
The aggregate expertise, research, teaching and pastoral experiences of the theologians and pastors at the Samuel DeWitt Proctor Pastors Conference afford an unprecedented and unique opportunity for seminarians to partake in a specially designed intensive.  The 2009 conference theme is, “Still on the Wall! How Shall They Hear?”  With this theme, conference presenters and participants will focus on intergenerational reflections of historical and contemporary theological contexts, points of view, pastoral and church challenges and opportunities.  
COURSE OVERVIEW & OBJECTIVES:

This course consisting of an intensive two and one half day-long conference (12+12+5 hours), preceded by an “open mike” session (2 ½ hours) and followed by a debriefing and reflection session (1 ½ hours) and a supplemental seminars (4 hours duration) will immerse students in learning environments with some of the most capable instructors to guide the teaching and learning enterprise.  Attendance and reflection upon conference sessions, sermons and personal dialogue and the reading of certain recommended and required texts will result in students who will be able to:

1. Discuss the current health and health care challenges in the United States.
2. List the leading causes of death among African Americans and effective strategies to reduce and/or eliminate risk factors.
3. Discuss the Morehouse School of Medicine/Atlanta University Center/ITC Health Behavioral Study and its relevance to self-care for seminarians and religious leadership. 
4. Describe the biblical understanding of self-care, health, the role of food and food consumption and the popular cultural response.
5. View clips of the movie “Soul Food” for context relevancy to modern cultural praxis.

6. List the components of Optimal Health and its utility in Black Church ministries.
Additionally, this course seeks to meet the following overall objectives of the Interdenominational Theological Center:

1. To educate men and women for leadership in Christ’s Church and the world.

2. To demonstrate academic excellence in teaching and research.

3. To develop and sustain partnerships that enhance the education of students, provide opportunities for community service, and foster inter-religious dialogue.

CONNECTION OF COURSE OBJECTIVES WITH ITC’S STATED COMPETENCIES FOR MINISTRY:

Achieving the above objectives is entirely consistent with ITC’s stated “Competencies for Ministry” as successful completion of this course will have a positive impact upon the students’ [Basic Attitudes], it will enhance their competence in Leadership [Knowledge of and Skills] and will enhance their competence in relating to community and developing mission [Knowledge of and Skills].
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING CRITERIA:

(1) Conference Registration

(2) Attendance and full participation at all the seminarian and conference sessions from February 11-14, 2008 [NOTE:  The seminarian “Open Mike” is also required for ITC students.] {#’s 1 and 2-25 points}
(3) Submission of a 10-12 page double space typewritten Reflection Paper that reports how this conference informed, supported and/or contradicted your understanding and ministry formation.  The paper should be in MSWORD format and submitted via email to the following email address: sandymaclin@yahoo.com at or before 12:00 Noon on Monday, March 30, 2009.  Rewritten and/or revised papers must be submitted in this same manner at or before 12:00 Noon on March 31, 2008 [FINAL DAY FOR COURSE WORK IN THIS PARTICULAR CONFERENCE COURSE].  Please remember your critical reflections should be evident in the paper.  Students may agree or disagree with the view(s) of conference presenters or others.  However, it is important to justify and document your perspective.  Careful attention should be given to appropriate form, style, spelling, syntax, and documentation (according to Turabian).  A minimum of five (5) references should be utilized.  {#3- 50 points}
(4) Completion of reading, assignments, attendance and active participation in the 3 required post-conference seminars.  {#s 4 and 5 -25 points}

(5) [Other requirements as may be made by the ITC faculty team.  Students will receive advance notice regarding additional requirements, if any.]

COURSE REGISTRATION PROCESS:

(1) Students at the sponsoring seminaries and related institutions should enroll for this course at their home institution as a part of their spring [Spring 2009 for ITC students] 2009 schedule.
(2) Other seminarians may select which of the sponsoring seminaries is most appropriate for enrollment and transfer of credit back to their home institution.  In all cases, the course registration process and tuition costs are determined by the host seminary.

Sponsoring Seminaries:
Center for African-American Theological Studies

Chicago Theological Seminary and Association of Chicago Theological Seminaries (ACTS)*


Catholic Theological Union, Chicago Theological Seminary, Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, McCormick Theological Seminary, Meadville/Lombard Theological School, Mundelein Seminary, North Park Theological Seminary, Northern Baptist Theological Seminary, Seabury-Western Theological Seminary, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School.

Howard School of Divinity
Interdenominational Theological Center

New York Seminary

Payne Theological Seminary

Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of Theology at Virginia Union University

Dean Samuel DeWitt Proctor Pastors Conference:


Rev. Dr. Alison P. Gise Johnson
Required Readings:

· Chissell, John T., Pyramids of Power!  An Ancient African Centered Approach to Optimal Health (Baltimore, MD: Positive Perceptions Publications, 1993)
· Walker, Bailus. Mays, V., Warren, R., “The Changing Landscape for the Elimination of Racial/Ethnic Health Status Disparities”  (article; will be provided)
· Satcher, David, Fryer, G., McCann, J., Troutman, A., Woolf, S., and Rust, G., “What if We Were Equal? A Comparison of The Black White Mortality Gap in 1960 and 2000”  (article; will be provided)
· Warren, Rueben C., “The Impact of Horizontal and Vertical Dimensions of Faith on Health and Health Care”  The Journal of the Interdenominational Theological Center
Suggested Readings:

· Campbell, Alastair V., Health as Liberation: Medicine, Theology, and the Quest for Justice (Cleveland, OH: Pilgrim Press, 1995)
· Institute of Medicine, Unequal Treatment: Confronting Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Health Care (Washington, D.C.: The National Academic Press, 2003)
· National Center for Health Statistics, Health, United States, 2004 with Chartbook on Trends in the Health of Americans (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 2004)
· U.S Department of Health and Human Services, Secretary’s Task Force for Black and Minority Health (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1985)
Contact Conference Administrators at: admin@sdpconference.info.  Conference Line: 773-548-6619; Fax: 773-548-6699
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